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GENDER PROJECTS AT LUND, AN OVERVIEW

Completed (almost...)

1. Reconstructing the evolution of Indo-European grammar, including gender (Gerd Carling &
Chundra Cathcart)

2. Gender assignment in Indo-European culture vocabulary (Gerd Carling et al)
3. PhD project: Gender assignment in North Germanic vocabulary (Briana Van Epps)

Ongoing
1. Gender assignment in Indo-European basic vocabulary (Gerd Carling, Silvia Luraghi, Filip
Larsson, Olof Lundgren, Linus Nilsson, and others)

2. Worldwide gender/noun class and classifier evolution (Marc Tang, Harald Hammarstrom,
Olof Lundgren, Maja Robbers, Filip Larsson, William Zetterberg, Hilda Appelgren)

3. Gender in Nakh-Dagestanian languages (Kate Bellamy, Jesse Wichers Schreur & Gerd
Carling)

4. Gender in Tocharian (Gerd Carling, and others)

5. PhD projects: classifiers in Baniwa (Sandra Cronhama) and gender affixation in Caucasian
families (Filip Larsson)

Lund University



COMPLETED PROJECTS




RECONSTRUCTING THE EVOLUTION
OF INDO-EUROPEAN GENDER

questions for gender — will be continued with focus on Nominal mrghology — Gener/ Noun clss Gerd Carling

gender @ No masculineffeminine distinction Lund University

« Comparative phylogenenetic models ¢ :M_'_':'f' % ‘
« Assumption that grammar variables change according ¢ | %g S
to a stochastic process — = Chundra Cathcart
65 categorical variables, of which 3 target gender i *_m;f
(nominal gender only) I e—— T
. 1
« Use of an Indo-Anatolian reference tree. - T
. - —e——=
» Result for gender: higher probability of a three-gender %Em
system (masculine, feminine, neuter) of Proto-Indo- - 5 ==
European 7 =
« Evolutionary dynamics: masculine/feminine: medium L e B - Gerd Carling
entry (0.3)/exit (0.2) rates, neuter: low entry (0.09) | = _
higher exit (0.3) rates. e
; ; Taem STIFTELSEN
» To appear (Language, September 2021) = R
:—_._ MINNESFOND
» Gender only a minor part, which leaves many :E:-—E:_

4




GENDER ASSIGNMENT IN CULTURE
VOCABULARY

A dangerous story: the jiy,
of the category sharp “"":l:llle b::.:“""
Mplements

 Part of the project Mouton Atlas of Languages and

ST  inc ithin y ™N of sharp cuty,
Vement™ 1 hich words are often tx.m,..,ed"""l:-m uropean famty. 1o
il md . , man,
ultures ) o ysemows and words rcucnly ey, ST o1 speciuse,
""M“gul“"g implements also typically L‘hnngc Hiom r Meaning, M'-’lmnw.
P

pereis 8 high amount of mutual Meaning chap, sl implement 1o
hers ! ools and weapons. 2¢ between the implement
U

« 100-culture list, gender assignment tendencies for 4 i 2 e cxcllen xample o, SO of sy g

“ ’;:,Fl:rv. -hange: during hismry.. sht‘srr? Cutting |:|I;: g “mfm"" S
various concepts (Indo-European, 7500 lexemes R [ e e s e ¥
p p ] " wols ;m:'s“;n be:used bothifor: el am]; ;o cach other, where similar

mel 5 arming us;
!srv: In the present paper, the domain of sharp cutting ia"%:m:se,::“i :: f?r
3 y esti-

» Not optimal for gender — the culture list was not TS s s 1 oo e

gl Pean languagy
gataset 01 focus on the 978 lexemes (12%) of 8 H(totally 1828

) this d: i
aiming at gender assignment s, bt the 0t st s e e

pehavior of this domain statistically. The data set is coded for cognacy,
porrowing; POIySermYs and gende‘r. ljobs?rve the semantic change behaviour, as
Classes Borrowability Instability Cognacy Gender (Indo-  Animacy yell as the borrowabl!lty and the for gender by comparing
European) these semantic domain to the complete data set. I conclude that sharp cutting
ACTVITIES Low Medium Medium not applicable  n jmplements are frequently bormw:d’ they are : : {0 semantic productivity
CATTLE Medium High High M> FfN ¥ : and polysemy they show a e A ge intemally; and;the STIFTELSEN
: - _ feminine gender is significantly ovex"repr&sented compared to the average rate for MARCUS OCH AMALIA

Crops High High Medium MoN>F " | feminine. The paper discusses possible reasons for these patterns of behaviour,

DOMESTIC ANIMALS Low Low Medium M>F>N v efering to general theories about the co-evolution of language and culture. WALLENBERGS
DOMESTIC INSECTS Low Medium High F>M>MN ¥ MINNESFOND
DRAFT ANIMALS High High Medium M>NfF ¥ 1, Background and aim

DRINK AND DRUGS High Medium Low M>N>F n

GAME ANIMALS Medium Medium High M>»F>N v 1.1, Why sharp cutting implements are s

IMPLEMENTS High High High F>M>N n Sharp cutting implements ﬁdﬁu 2 dugll : :

T e imporat even essential, for survival in Crafoordska stiftelsen
METALS Medium Low Medium N>M=>F n for f)LlI huntmg, farming and_paStod » & i

PIG RAISING Low Medium High M>F>*N v cumng h&"’, beard, naﬂs’ Skln’ and

POULTRY Medium High Medium M>F>N ¥

PREDATOR ANIMALS High Low Low M>F>N ¥

PREDATOR BIRDS Low High Low M>F>N v

PRODUCTS Low Low Low M>F>N n

SEASONS Low Medium High M>F>N n

SMALL CATTLE Low Medium High M>F>*N v - -

et o e won s Carling, Gerd (2021) Special study on
TREES Low Low High F>M>N n

oo o weam  mwon sharp implements in Loanwords and

VEGETASLES & FRUIT Medium Medium Low F>M>N n Gerd Carling
VEHICLES High High Medium M> F/N n Su bstrata, I BS Lund University




GENDER ASSIGNMENT IN GERMANIC

» PhD project ’Sociolinguistic, comparative and historical aspects on
Scandinavian gender: with focus on Jamtlandic”.

« Completed in 2019.
 Final paper to appear in Journal of Germanic Linguistics, 2021.

Briana Van Epps

« Comparative study on six North Scandinavian three-gender varietes.
« 1200 lexical concepts coded for cognacy, morphology, and gender.

HUMANISTISKA
%Y | OCH TEOLOGISKA
LUNDS | FAKULTETERNA

UNIVERSITET

* Some results:

« Morphological assignment most important in Germanic
« Phonological assignment weaken over time

» Gender instability connected to lexical frequency

» Weakening of feminine traceable already in Old Norse and continues
Into all three-gender varieties

Gerd Carling
Lund University




ONGOING PROJECTS




GENDER ASSIGNMENT IN INDO-EUROPEAN
BASIC VOCABULARY Olof

(Gerd Carling, Filip Larsson, Olof Lundgren, Linus Nilsson, Silvia Luraghi, Sunny Pudygadu and Lundgren

others)

» Task: to feed/curate/code cognacy and gender for 200 basic vocabulary concepts in 150 Indo-

European languages. Filip

- Feeding/coding/checking directly into the open access database DiACL Larsson &

« Coding not completed, only preliminary results (70 concepts, 90 languages)
Gender rate, |lexical data (Masc = Masc+Com) Timeslot| Gender occurrence in typological data Period
= Fem == Masc | == Meufr == Masc_M == Fem_| wu Peutr N == == Masc_PR == == Fem PR == == MNeutr PR

Linus

075 | Nilsson

75.00%

u P . . & Swedish
\ . Research
50.00":/{:,/ \\ ammud COU”ClI

/ ’

025
25 00%
0 500 1000 1500 0 500 1000 1500

Distribution of lexical gender over time Distribution of grammatical gender over time

Gerd Carling
Lund University




THE GENDER TOP LISTS (88 LGS, 5762 LEXEMES)

Feminine Masculine Neuter

DOG

2 a S
g 0% %
SUN

Lund University _



MANY QUESTIONS

Syncronic, diachronic, and evolutionary

Assignment
« Are there any interesting tendencies of assignment principles related to semantic properties?

 Are there any interesting tendencies of variation and instability related to specific genders and/or
specific semantic properties?

 Are there any connections between specific classes (e.g., body parts, kinship terms) and specific
genders?

Evolution
« What is/was the general evolutionary tendency in the family?
 Are there any general differences in the evolution of the lexicon in relation to grammar?

* Is there any difference in change rates of pronominal and nominal gender?

Gerd Carling
Lund University
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WORLDWIDE DIVERSITY AND EVOLUTION OF
NOUN CATEGORIZATION SYSTEMS e

(Marc Tang, Harald Hammarstrom, Olof Lundgren, Maja Robbers, Filip Larsson,
William Zetterberg, Hilda Appelgren, Gerd Carling)

Marc Tang§

8 % One-Soon
=% Her

NOMINAL GENDER (3240 LANGUAGES) : * Harald [
R : i T xx Hammarstrom |5
1«&
st e
%;@ 2% Olof
5 ;Qgs *g% Lundgren
oy
¥ 3 s :
x% s
O
s Sandra
i%% . Cronhamn
Nominal gender 4 | Wixx
MF
MFN 3
« MN Filip Larsson &858
* . NONE
Esri, Garmin, GEBCO®, NOAA NGDBC) and other contributors

Lund University -



GENDER IN NAKH-DAGESTANIAN LANGUAGES

Jesse Wichers-Schreur, Kate Bellamy, Gerd Carling

© K;:;?:efhgf 2 1. North Caucasian & Kartvelian: Overview
> (Caucasus area) |

{
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e
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|#4
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RIZE | X
NORTH CAUCASIAN {1} | ARDAHAN B sﬁf -
ADYGHE-ABKHAZ {1A} “‘}\ N T )
[7] 1 West Circassian {1A-aa} \\ y2 LY
5 ’;g:ﬁ;‘;“jg‘ﬁ;ﬁb} | 9Aver {1BB-5) 18 Wider Khvarshi {1BC-a} ~ [77] 26 Kadar {1BE-3} 35 Archi {15F25 [ 44 Khinalug {1BG-a} |
4 Abaza {1A-cc) 10 Andi {1BB-b} 19 Dido {1BG-b} 27 Muirin {1BE-4} 36 Tsakhur {1BF-b}
11 Botlikh {1BB-c} || 20 Hinukh {1BC-c} 28 Megeb {1BE-5} 37 Rutul {1BF-c} KARTVELIAN {2}
12 Godoberi {1BB-d} 21 Bezhta {1BC-d} 29 Sirhwa {1BE-6} 38 Agul {1BF-d} 45 Mingrelian {a}
gﬁ“‘z;ﬁfgﬂg}“m {18} 13 Karata {1BB-6} || 22 Hunzib {1BC-e} 30 Kunki {1BE-7} 39 Tabasaran {1BF ¢} 46 Laz {b}
| 6 Gg‘amhczh {1BA-ab} 14 Akhvakh {1BB-f} 31 Lower Vurgni {1BE-8} |40 Lezgi {1BF-f} 47 Georgian {d} |
7 Chechen {1BA-ac} 15 Chamalal {1BB-g} |23 Lak {1BD-a} 32 Kaitak {1BE-9) 41 Kryz {1BF-g} 48 Balian (Upper Svan) {e}
16 Bagvalal {1BB-h} 24 North Dargwa {1BE-1} 33 Kubachi-Ashti {1BE-10} 42 Budukh {1BF-h} 49 Lower Svan {f)

B> |
1> 8 Bats {1BA-b} 17 Tindi {1BB-i} 25 Wider Tsudakhar {1BE-2} 34 Chirag-Amug {1BE-11} 43 Udi {1BF-j}

Gerd Carling
Lund University




TA, No loan

GENDER IN TOCHARIAN

Gerd Carling, Georges-Jean Pinault, Timothée Chamot-Rooke

CeDICT: A Comprehensive e-Dictionary of Tocharian
THE JOINT FACULTIES FOR HUMANITIES AND THEOLOGY

About  Admin ,\
Start - Admin - Overview
ar amin VETVIEV TA’ Loan
“ditor > Overview
Overview Showing entries 1-100 of a total 3931 entries
Search [show all] [hide all]
Add Page of 40 > >
-A- CHECKLIST [show] [ [ @
-amce [show] [ [ @
“amedm peanee & Swedish
. I, Research
amsar show] [E [s7 |

Council Gerd Carling
Lund University




PHD AND POSTDOC PROJECTS

Sandra Cronhamn Filip Larsson Niklas Erben Johansson
: e e : I (International postdoc

Norr_unal Classification in !\Iomlnal and verbal affixation Lund/Prague, 2021-2023)

Baniwa In the Caucasus o _

(PhD, Lund, 2018-2022) (PhD, Lund, 2019-2023) > WL ImEsigElE foith-

meaning mapping in noun
categorization morphemes
from hundrerds of language
families

HUMANISTISKA / Swedish
OCH TEOLOGISKA HUMANISTISKA

LUNDS | FAKULTETERNA X OCH TEOLOGISKA Research
UNIVERSITET LUNDS FAKULTETERNA . .
UNIVERSITET ‘ COU nCIl Gerd Carllng

Lund University
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RESOURCES

* Lund University: Database DIACL (SWE-CLARIN)
« Typological and lexical data open access (but work in progress!)
* Note: the world-wide gender/noun class/ classifier data is not in the database/open access

DE GRUYTER

DE / o
. — e \ Y Seedsh Loy
G Research il
. o Corcl SWE-CLARIN

Diachronic Atlas of Comparative Linguistics

Crafoordska stiftelsen

STIFTELSEN
MARCUS OCH AMALIA
WALLENBERGS
MINNESFOND

D

DIACL

Gerd Carling (Ed.)
THE MOUTON ATLAS
OF LANGUAGES AND

Welcome to DIACL!

DIiACL is an open access database with lexical and
typological/morphosyntactic data for historical, comparative and
phylogenetic linguistics. It contains data from 500 languages of 18
families, divided into three macro-areas: Eurasia, Pacific, and the
Amazon. I

« Database — General description (PDF)

+ Data description — Typology Eurasia (PDF) : : H - ke
» Data description — Typology Austronesia (PDF) = A )
« Data description — Lexicology (PDF) % e Y
v 1
Y5
Tweets o, goanoncan
v @DiachronicAtlas
N | _ . SWE-CLARIN
Visif the Lund Language Typology and Evolution research group, DIiACL
. . . . . @DiachronicAtlas
for publications, news and guidelines to using data. New article "A dangerous story: the linguistic
behavious of the category sharp cutting
implements”, in Loanwords and Substrata -
(IBS, ed. Romain Gamier) Gerd Carllng

Lund University



Thanks for your attention!

gerd.carling@ling.lu.se

Gerd Carling
Lund University
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