
SEMN02 Introduction to Cognitive Semiotics: Meaning, Mind and Communication 

HT2017 (still preliminary)   

Date Activity/Place Topic Teacher Literature 
1/11 L604 

 
Introduction, projects, activities GS, JZ  

3/11 Lecture 1 

L123 
 

Basic concepts and methods of 
cognitive semiotics 

JZ, GS Zlatev (2015) 

Sonesson (2009, 2010, 
2012) 

8/11 Lecture 2 
LUX C216 
 

The semiotic hierarchy : Life, 
Consciousness, Culture, Sign 
use, Language 
 

JZ Zlatev (2009) 
 

10/11 Lecture 3 
L123 
 

The phenomenological method  GS Gallagher & Zahavi 
(2008), Deacon (2013), 
Sonesson (2009)   

15/11 Lecture 4 
H104 
 

Cognitive semiotic evolution: 
mimesis and multimodality 
 

JZ Zlatev et al. (in press) 
 

17/11 Lecture 5 
L123 

Pictorial development and 
evolution 

GS Sonesson (2013) 

22/11 Workshop Project reports GS, JZ  

29/11 Lecture 6 
L123 

Semiotic development in human 
ontogeny 

 

JZ Zlatev (2013) 
Zlatev et al (2013) 

1/12 Lecture 7 
 

 

Picture signs and verbal signs GS Sonesson (1996) 

6/12 Lecture8/ Sound symbolism in language JZ Ahlner & Zlatev (2010 
 

13/12 Workshop Project reports GS, JZ  

15/12 Lecture 9 
 

The cognitive semiotics of 
metaphor 

GS Sonesson (2011, 2015) 

18-22/12  Group work, supervision   

10/1 H405 Project presentations GS, JZ  

12/1 L123 Results and summary of the 
course 

  

 



Project suggestions  

1. Pantomime with or without vocalization 
2. Object choice task with dogs 
3. Sound symbolism with real ideophones or music 
4. Two kinds of indexicality 
5. Ambiguous percepts 
6. Visual rhetoric 
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